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3 I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIII is not sufficient) _ 

Continuation of Box No: m 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-13 relate to a ventilator system comprising a mask having a shell, a cushion, an inlet port in said shell to 
receive a flow of breathable gas, and an air flow generator mounted on said mask It is considered that the air flow 
generator mounted on said mask comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 14-26 relate to a ventilator system comprising a mask having a shell, a cushion, an inlet port in said shell to 
receive a flow of breathable gas, an air flow generator, and an air delivery tube not exceeding 1.5 meters in length 
connected to said inlet port. It is considered that the air delivery tube not exceeding 1,5 meters comprises a second 
special technical feature. 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a 'technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 

However, since the separate groups of inventions share the same classification under the IPC it is considered they 
could be searched together without additional effort so as to justify the requirement of payment of an additional fee. 

( 

Furthermore, although claims 27-31 are dependant of both groups of claims, the second invention is made unclear 
when claims 27 and 28 are appended to the second group of claims. As such, claims 27 and 28 will only be considered 
with the first group of claims. 
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